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HARMONY WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.07 am]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that this week is Harmony Week. This is a special week during which many 
thousands of Western Australians will be celebrating our rich cultural diversity right across the state.  

We are a nation of migrants. Throughout our rich history migrants from all over the world have contributed 
socially, culturally, politically and economically to make Western Australia the fantastic place it is today. 
Western Australia is recognised as the most culturally diverse of all states. This diversity is one of our great 
strengths and one we should all promote and celebrate at every opportunity. Our rich cultural diversity and our 
humanitarian responsibilities attract many new migrants from nations that are culturally and linguistically 
diverse to our own. Such diversity brings challenges, and demands new approaches, innovation, vision, 
leadership and informed responses from government organisations and service providers in all sectors. 

I firmly believe all migrants aspire to full participation in our social, economic and cultural way of life. For 
persons from culturally and linguistically diverse communities, the role of government is to assist this ambition 
through early intervention and support services to inform and empower migrants to gain knowledge, skills and 
understanding of our systems, services and laws. Early intervention and culturally appropriate support is a long-
term investment in the future of our multicultural state. 

I am proud to be a member of this Liberal–National government, which is fully committed to those principles. 
By celebrating Harmony Week, we are all contributing to the promotion of community harmony in our 
multicultural society and affirming our commitment to understanding and mutual respect. I hope all members 
take the opportunity to promote and celebrate our cultural diversity not only this week, but also every week. 
Information on events occurring across the state and ideas on how people can participate in Harmony Week 2011 
is available from the Office of Multicultural Interests’ website at www.omi.wa.gov.au.  
 


